SAIL NUMBER POSITION 
It has been brought to my attention that some sails have sail numbers placed on sails in contravention of rule 8.1 b in that they were not placed in the middle of the defined area. 
I have decided that this rule in its current wording is too difficult to enforce because :- 
1) There is no definition of the middle of the panel. 
2) There is no explanation of how the numbers shall be arranged around this middle point. 
3) There is no tolerance to give the measurer an indication of when to accept or reject a particular sail . 
4) All measurements that relate to Sabre boat and the associated equipment all have definate tolerances or limits 
5) This particular rule was written at a time when most Sabres had only 2 or 3 numbers and very soon the fourth number on a Sabre sail will be a full size number and the panel will be close to full 
6) I do not believe that the positioning of the numbers is a deliberate attempt to make a particular sail have improved performance. 
7) I have inspected numerous recent photographs of Sabres sailing in state and national championships and found that majority of boats probably do not comply with this rule depending on the viewers interpretation . 
8) As the National Measurer I cannot direct people to make changes to their numbers if I cannot tell them precisely how to do it. 
9) Many things in the Sabre class have been done by general consent over the years that are not in the rules and I believe that the positioning of sail numbers is one of them .
If this is considered to be a problem requiring further attention by class measurers then the rule should be changed by the usual method of vote by the states. 
Until this is done I do not believe that I can make any definitive rulings on the matter 
Phillip Johnson 
National Measurer


