State title 2006/07 

Once again the Sabres made a return visit to Blairgowrie after the successful nationals of 2003 which saw 100 boats enter the regatta.

This year 69 boats entered for the Victoria states with a number traveling from Sydney and Tasmania to take part.
The person to beat at the pointy end of the fleet was Wayne Bates. Having just taken out the Nationals in Queensland two months prior, and the States Being held at his home club, he was definitely the favorite. 

Racing for the event was scheduled for five races over two days with a dinner planned for sailors and families on the Saturday night which meant that most sailors traveled down from Melbourne late Friday, early Saturday and remained for the weekend.
Those familiar with Blairgowrie are well aware of the shifting breeze associated with the club. This year did not disappoint with tack upon tack made through the upwind beats in response to a compass needle continually on the move.   
Additionally tide was a factor at a number of marks, with some sailors misjudging mark rounding and end up being carried 4 or 5 boat lengths past. This was not always a hindrance though as some mark rounding had up 7+ boats rounding the mark in unison, which made for interesting viewing and required steady boat handling skills. 
Race management was well executed by Misha and his team, who not only provided clear guidance in running the regatta, but also got the fleet under way in all 5 races with only one general recall in the first race, which was probably due to competitors being a little over excited to begin racing.

With 69 Sabres racked up on the start line as the gun went it made for a great sight.

Winds through the series were strong, with15+ knot breezes blowing throughout the 5 races. The waves while still small for most bay clubs were up for Blairgowrie which added to enjoyment, and made the reaches that little bit more interesting as the pack jockeyed for position. The strong breeze for the weekend provided some exciting sailing, but it also produced some tired bodies by the end. No doubt all sailors slept well on Sunday night.
The strong conditions through out the event played to Wayne’s favor, and he had the enviable position to drop a win from his results as his worst race. With 5 wins back to back he proved he is well and truly at home in the Blairgowrie waters and a great sailor.
Alan Riley was second to Wayne in Four races out of five and kept Wayne under constant pressure as did the majority of the top ten in the fleet. Alan took home second place after a good regatta, and his rivalry with Wayne at Blagowrie continues.

Third place in the Regatta was Rob Hartnett who proved you can still do well in a race after a bad start. In fact Rob commented after the Regatta he had 5 bad starts, so it shows how much following the Blairgowrie shifts, keeping you head out of the boat and good overall boat handling can make up for a poor beginning.

Fourth in the event was Phil Johnson who also had a great Regatta in the heavier breeze and was the first member of Black Rock in the top ten. Phil gave a few years away to the majority of the top 20, and proved that it’s not just in the muscles but also the head that makes for a good sailor.
It’s interesting to note what sets the Sabre fleet apart from a lot of other classes and this was clear during the states.

Behavior of the Sabre fleet can generally be described as hard but fair. Given a large number of the boats are made of wood; collisions on the water are kept to a minimum. Additionally there were no protests conducted after racing for any of the races. Not to say that Sabre fleet doesn’t ever protest, but in comparison to most classes it is a rare event. Frankly most Sabre sailors have been around long enough and would rather head to the bar for a beer afterwards than a protect committee.

 This exemplifies the beauty of the Sabre class. Most racers have a large number of years experience (up to 50) and are out there to race hard but also play fair and keep contact to a minimum.
Off added interest was the number of sailors from other classes that borrowed boats or dusted off old Sabres to enter the event. This included sailors from Lasers, 420, Fireball, Contender and Etchell’s to name a few. 
The Sabre has the tag of an old man’s boat which makes the unaware think they are in for an easy win when they step into the boat. As a result most blow-ins were a little surprised at how hard the racing was, how much there bodies hurt after the 5 race event and how far back in the field they finished the races. 

Sabres may not be the fastest boat on the water; however they are sturdy, cheap and have a very strong following of sailors who are very good on the water. It’s the strong competition, great racing and cheap sailing that keeps sailors in the fleet and experience levels high. It’s very rare for a non Sabre sailor to enter the fleet and finish in the top ten let alone have a chance of winning the event. 
Of the top twenty finishes in the Regatta, boats were from seven different clubs, and were spread between 7 Seniors (30-39), 7 Masters (40-50), 4 Grand Masters (50-59) and 2 grand masters (60+).

That’s spans a total of 4 different age categories and 30+ years in the top twenty.
8 juniors and 12 girls competed in the event out of a total of 69 competitors. The Sabre is definitely a boat that allows diversity in its fleet. Ages ranged from 14 to 70+ for the event and sailing experience from 1-2 years to 60+.
Away from the pointy end of the fleet, the Sabre due to strong construction and pleasant handling, allows the novice racer to get experience in a large fleet and enjoy the excitement out on the water. The Sabre can be used for kids leaving the minnow or Sabot fleet, or for those who have entered the sport later in life and are looking for a well supported and relatively easy to sail entrance vehicle into racing. 

If conditions get a little too hard for the new competitor they can generally sit on the bottom of the boat and safely sail home, while the more experienced racer will push the boat to its limits in the heavier breeze and enjoy the added excitement. 

The Sabre can truly be described as a boat for all sailors.

The popularity of the event, longevity and continued numbers in the fleet are testament to this fact.

At the end of the event (Sunday Afternoon) a presentation was held. Thanks must go to Andrew Graham for his fine presenting skills and to all on the Sabre committee led by Fiona McCulloch for organizing such a well run event enjoyed by so many.
Additionally thanks must also go to BYS for the effort by members and families to support the event and associated activities, as well as the strong race management, rescue boat and record keeping who when all combined, kept the racers well fed, safe and up to date with all the required results and information.

We look forward to seeing all competitors next year at Elwood Sailing Club. 

