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Report from Dover

There is nothing better than traveling to a sea-side country town with others to relax and go sailing. 

Nine sailors with friends and family  travelled from Hobart and joined with the two Sabres at Dover for a great weekend of racing. As well there were a host of other dinghies from Sabots to Lightweight Sharpies to race with.
The winds were light but steady enough to give fair sailing. With the top mark effectively an island …yes an island , there were constant questions about which way to round it to get to the actual buoy on the other side out of sight.
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Light wind start on Sunday

Sometimes it made no difference which side was chosen, whilst at other times reputations were shattered. Very interesting racing indeed.

The hospitality from the locals was outstanding with great food , entertainment and prizes.
Talk around the campsite was the Dover regatta is one that Sabres will continue to support for the fun factor alone.

And so to the racing. On yardstick the OK dinghy  sailed by Justin Barr cleaned up easily. Amongst the Sabres we all watched Jeremy’s transom all weekend. No-one could touch him for pace or strategic decision making.

 The only exception was race two on Sunday morning  where Daniel Pritchard was first Sabre to the top mark by a good margin.
On the next leg the wind gods decided to give everyone a go at leading the fleet.

Eventually we all met at the wingmark with around 25 dinghies trying to round together from sabot to sharpie.

Amongst the mess someone accidently capsized which caused even more carnage. Ah well, we could at least laugh about it afterwards.

The Sabre sailors were so impressed with the relaxed  atmosphere of the town there was talk of pressing to have the State Titles at Dover in two years. Sounds like a great idea to me.
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James a Dover local,  has shown great improvement in his speed and boat handling.
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This was the transom we had to watch all weekend. Damn fast sailor that Jeremy!
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Bill enjoying the relaxed racing with feet over the side. You can’t do that in a Laser!

I have a lot more photos, all courtesy of Kristen Pritchard. I will put a link to these on the website once I work out how.

For Sale

Sabre dinghy  “Footloose”  Asking $3200. Sailed at Montrose Bay.

For more information contact  Alan Witt on 62727292.

Sailing tip

Don’t ever be frightened to learn from someone else.

Sometimes the most obvious things need pointing out. I was recently reading an excellent book on sailing by Dave Perry “Winning in One Designs” in which he points out the dynamic difference between the two reaches on a triangular course.

Once I had read it ,the whole thing seemed so obvious I am embarrassed to mention that I have sailed for 35 years and hadn’t realized this simple fact.

On the first reach the inside boat is the leeward boat.

On the second reach the inside boat is the windward boat.
This simple geometry has a big influence on setting yourself up for rounding the wing mark and bottom mark. . 

Basically the thing to avoid is being on the outside of a mob of boats as they round the mark. This is really slow and something to avoid if at all possible.

On the first reach getting on the inside means having to be to leeward of other boats. This is hard to achieve as they can take your wind if you aren’t careful.

On the second reach getting on the inside means being to windward of other boats. This is easier to achieve but has some downsides.

Next month I’ll try to outline some strategies for setting yourself up to keep or advance your position on the reaches.

Cheers

matt. .
