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!3 Sabres turned up for a fun session at LSC a few weeks ago. Several  new sailors were  invited  along to have a try in a Sabre and a good  time was had by all. The rivalry between the Jeanneret brothers Ian and Neil was something to see. Both are now looking to get into the class. It’s become quite popular and more sessions are planned. Details are e-mailed to those on the Tassie Sabre mail out list.

Andrew Bradshaw, Andrew Szabo and Matt Westland brought back a heap of Sabre gear from the Nationals. The Association has this for sale to Sabre sailors in Tassie. Effectively by bringing the gear back on our cars we save on freight costs. (this is significant as it costs about $80 to freight over a mast)
 

Here are the prices-
 

Mast-                                    $198
Mast plug set                        $42
Light weight boom                $84
Boom plug                            $42
Towel rail (without slider)     $42
 If you would like any gear e-mail editor and we can organise.
Need an “A” certificate for your Sabre?
As boats change hands the documentation for the “A” certificate is often lost. This certificate is important for sailing at National events as it recognises the boat has been measured and complies with all the measurement rules.

If yours has been lost contact Bill Gregory the Tassie measurer and he can arrange for the appropriate forms to be filled out. 
Bill Gregory

E-mail Address
  VBGregory@bigpond.com
Boats being built

· Anthony Bezemer from Leven Yacht Club is making excellent progress on the two Sabres being built. Looks like the decks are finished and awaiting painting and fittings before hitting the water.
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· Claremont College Boat Building class have made good progress on Sally Cooper’s boat. Hull is nearly up to decking stage.

· Des Clark has made a start on the plywood cutting for Rowans new Sabre.

· Matt can’t help himself and has started to build a new boat. Seems he’s never satisfied.

· Martin Grose has finished his and by all accounts it looks a picture with Huon Pine trim.

Sailing tips

Taking the opportunity recently to do some observing and coaching from a rescue boat reminded me of a few things that are really important.

· In gusty puffy upwind conditions scanning ahead is critical . So once you have boat up to speed it is important to scan ahead and try to position your boat to take best advantage of puffs . Where this is really important is in light to moderate conditions. In  stronger conditions where the boat is up to speed even in the lulls a big puff will make the speed increase rather insignificant . You may go from 4.5 knots  to 4.7 as a typical example.

In moderate air in the lulls your speed may drop to say  3 knots but in the puffs you get up to 4.5 knots. The difference is enormous so scan ahead and spend as much time in the stronger air as you can.

· Lots of people were letting their boat heel in the gusts.When gusts hit avoid letting boat heel. As you are getting weight out it is critical to ease sail. “Ease- Hike- Trim” is a good way to think of this.
So as gust hits ease the sail and get weight out simultaneously to keep boat as level as you can. If boat starts to roll windward then trim on sail to balance.

Heeling the boat feels good, it looks good, it sounds good but is much slower.

Another reason to ease sail at gust edge is to do with apparent wind.  With any increase in wind strength there is a big change in the apparent wind across your sail. Basically the gust will provide an instant lift which is too quick for you to change direction with the tiller  so easing sail allows boat to accelerate much quicker than if you hold sail in .

As you get better at reading the oncoming wind you can hike earlier and often steer higher just before the gust in anticipation of what is about to happen.

The “Ease- Hike- Trim” approach becomes more like “Hike- Ease or Trim for balance .
In very strong winds or survival strength for you, a more conservative approach to gust onslaught works better.

· One of the top sailors decided to do some traffic practice by starting 20 secs behind fleet. It was interesting to see how hard it was for him to recover. The air and water behind the fleet is so disturbed. Escape is really difficult.

So an easy way to really improve your finish position is to commit to getting enough boat handling skill and confidence to start in the front row. The bigger the fleet the more this effect is important. 

In an 80 boat fleet after the first minute the boats that started 2 lengths back in second row would be 20 lengths back with no easy way of recovering.
· So if you get a chance get out on a rescue/start boat and check out ways to improve your own sailing. It’s not time wasted.

matt.
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Hers a good example of a start at the Safety Beach Nationals with the gun just gone. Those boats starting  2nd or 3rd  row suffer terribly. Escape is near impossible.
Sabres for Sale
For Sale
Sabre no 1637 KATANA
Two hooper sails (1 excellent) (1 brand new)
Two boat covers
brand new alloy trolley
Minimum weight
excellent overall condition
$4200
call dave on 62279930 or 0408566365

For Sale
Name:                                       “Eat My Bubbles”

Sail number:                              1409 

Hull:                                          Red hull with timber deck

Condition:                                 Very good

Location:                                  Lindisfarne YC

Price:                                        $2,500

Contact:                                    George Underwood - 0411 590 147

 

For sale
Sabre "Alvin", Sail number 1445. 1 x Walker and 1 x Hooper sail. Alum trolley.
Good boat. Skipper too fat. $3000. Offers considered.

Contact Paul at Montrose Bay Yacht Club.

For sale

Bullfrog 1404

Reluctant sale $1500

Walker sail X2 ( one as new)

Dolly Trailer
Located at Wynyard

Contact Nick Johnston

0417 469 353
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